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Chernobyl: The True Scale of the Accident
20 Years Later a UN Report Provides Definitive Answers and Ways to Repair Lives
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A total of up to four thousand peoplé could eventually die of radiation exposure from the

Chernobyl nuclear pd@%ﬁlﬁﬁﬁ(ﬁl’f’) accident nearly 20 years ago, an international team
of more than 100 scientists has concluded.
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As of mid-2005, however, fewer than Q0 deaths had been directly attributed to radiation
from the disaster, almost all being highly exposed rescue workers, many who died within
months of the accident but others who died as late as 2004.

The new numbers are presented in a landmark digest report, “Chernobyl’s Legacy:
Health, Environmental and Socio-Economic Impacts,” just released by the Chernobyl
Forum. The digest, based on a three-volume, 600-page report and incorporating the work
of hundreds of scientists, economists and health experts, assesses the 20-year impact of
the largest nuclear accident in history. The Forum is made up of 8 UN specialized
agencies, including the International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA), World Health
Organization (WHO), United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Food and
Agriculture Organization (FAO), United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),
United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (UN-OCHA), United

Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation (UNSCEAR), and the
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