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Such qucstions Often fail tO rccOgnize that,befOre HirOshiina and

Nagasaki,the use ofthe A― bOmb did nOt raise profOund mOralissues
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uring the wat the target shifted tO

Japan.AndduringWorldWarIItbmtalcOurse,civilians in cities had
alrcady becOmc targets.The grim Axis bOmbing rccOrd is wcI

knOwno Masses OfnOncOmbatants werc dso htendOna■ ykined in the
later stages ofthe American air war ttainst Germany;that tactic was

devc10ped itther in 1945宙 th the nrebombing OfJapanese citics.

Thc Atomic Bombings
Rcconsldcred
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BARTONJ BERNSTEIN isPrOfcssOrOfHistOryatStanfOrdUnivcrsity

and CO―Chair Of thc lntcrnational RclatiOns PrOgram and thc lntcrna―

tiOnal POLcy Studics PЮ gram.
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Such mass bombing constituted a transformation of moralityp repur

diating President Franklin D.Rooseveltt prewar pleas that the war―

ring nations avoid bombing cities to sPare CiVllian livcs.Thus,by■ 945,

American icaders were not secking to avoid the use ofthe A―bOmb

OnJapan.Butthe c宙 dence from current archival rescarch shows that

by pursuing alternative tactics instead,they prObably could still have

ob宙ated the dreaded invasion and cndcd the war by Novcmber。

SHIFTING FROM GERMANY TO JAPAN

IN ■941,urgcd byこ rrligrこ and American scicntists,President Roo―

sevelt initiated the atomic bomb Pttect― SO()n codc― named the

Manhattan Pttect― mid what was believed to be a desperate race

with Hidert Gerlnanyforthebomb.Atthe beginning,ROosevelt and

his chiefaldes assumed thattheA― bOmbwas alcgitimateweapon that

wOuld be used irst against Nazi Germany.They also dccided thatthe

bOmb prdectShOuldbe kcPt secret■ om the SoⅥet Union,even after

thc Sovicts became awartime tt becauSe the bomb mightwel glve

the l」 nited States future lcverage against the Soviets.

Bymid―■94,thelandscapeOfthewarhadchanged.Roosevclt and
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C Park,Ro∝c“h ttd B面ふ
上ratined the shift frOm Germany

tOJapan.Their phrasing suggested that,forthe moment anywaypthey

might have had some slight doubts about actua■ yusing the bomb,for

場篤鷲踊1』富郷職蔦TI富l=|Four days latet rrlu■ ing over rr

潔機脚蹴鳳織網灘櫛難』麟:whctherit should be demonstrate《

anesc obStrvcrs,and then used as a thrcat.His speculativc notion

scemcdsounirnPortantandsocontrtttothCPrleCt'S long― standing

operating assurnptiOns thatBush actually forgot aboutit、 vhcn hc Pre―
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