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Nuclear weapons tOday present tremendous dangers, but also an histOric Opportunity

U S icadership 、vill be required tO take the wOrld tO the next stage ―‐ tO a solid

consensus for reversing reliance on nuclear、 veapOns globaHy as a vital cOntribution tO

preventing their prOliferatiOn intO potentiaHy dangerous hands, and ultiFnately ending

them as a threat to the world

Nuclear weapons were essential tO maintaining international security during the COld

、、rar because they 、vere a means Of deterrence The end of the cOld war made the

doctrine of rnutual Soviet― American deterrence obsOlete Deterrence cOntinues tO be a

relevant consideration fOr many states 、vith regard tO threats frOm Other states But

reliance on nuclear weapons for this purpose is becorlling increasingly hazardOus and

decreasingly cttctive.

North Korea's recent nuclear test and lran's reisal to stOp its program tO enrich uranium

―― potentially to weapons grade ―― highlight the Lct that the wOrld is now On the

precipice of a new and dangerOus nuclear era 卜〔ost alarrninglンち the likelihOod that

non― state terrorists will get their hands on nuclear weaponry is increasing ln tOday's

war waged on world Order by terrOrists,nuclear、 veapons are the ultirnate means ofrnass

devastation And non― state terrOrist grOups with nuclear weapOns are conceptuaHy

Outside the bounds of a deterrent strategy and present dittcult new security chanenges

Apart frorll the terrorist threat,unless urgent ne、 v actions are taken,the U S s00n will

be compened to enter a new nuclear era that will be more precariOus, psych010gicaHy

disorienting,and econOnlically even mOre costly than was(3old VVar deterrence lt is far

from certain that 、ve can successfully replicate the old SOviet― AInerican i'rnutuaHy

assured destruction"with an increasing number of potential nuclear enenlies wOrld_、 vide

without dramatically increasing the risk that nuclear wcapons will be used Ne、 v nuclear


