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The accelerating spread of nuclear weapons, nuclear know-how and nuclear material
has brought us to a nuclear tipping point. We face a very real possibility that the

deadliest weapons ever invented could fall into dangerous hands.

The steps we are taking now to address these threats are not adequate to the danger.
With nuclear weapons more widely available, deterrence is decreasingly effective and

increasingly hazardous.

One year ago, in an essay in this paper, we called for a global effort to reduce reliance
on nuclear weapons, to prevent their spread into potentially dangerous hands, and
ultimately to end them as a threat to the world. The interest, momentum and growing
political space that has been created to address these issues over the past year has been

extraordinary, with strong positive responses from people all over the world.

Mikhail Gorbachev wrote in January 2007 that, as someone who signed the first treaties
on real reductions in nuclear weapons, he thought it his duty to support our call for
urgent action: "It is becoming clearer that nuclear weapons are no longer a means of
achieving security; in fact, with every passing year they make our security more

precarious."

In June, the United Kingdom's foreign secretary, Margaret Beckett, signaled her
government's support, stating: "What we need is both a vision -- a scenario for a world
free of nuclear weapons -- and action -- progressive steps to reduce warhead numbers
and to limit the role of nuclear weapons in security policy. These two strands are
separate but they are mutually reinforcing. Both are necessary, but at the moment too

weak "



