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The United States must profoundly change its nuclear weapons
policy to reflect the realities of today's world, and future
challenges to the nation's security. Indeed, the United States can
proactively shape its nuclear future, rather than anticipate the
worst and hedge against it.

Unfortunately, the United States is headed in the wrong direction:
its nuclear weapons policy threatens its own security, and that of
other nations. Their responses, in turn, will further undermine U.S.
security.

By maintaining thousands of highly accurate nuclear weapons on
alert, the United States perpetuates the only threat that could
destroy it as a functioning society: a large-scale attack by Russia
launched either without authorization, by accident, or by mistake
because of a false warning of an incoming U.S. attack.

By giving nuclear weapons so large and visible a role in U.S.
policy, and by planning to maintain and even upgrade its nuclear
arsenal indefinitely, the United States has increased the incentive
for other nations to acquire nuclear weapons, and reduced the
political costs to them of doing so. The United States has further
bolstered this incentive by threatening to use nuclear weapons
against states that do not possess them.

By contributing to a climate in which possessing nuclear weapons
1s legitimate, the United States has also undermined the ability of
the international community to prevent more states from acquiring
them. And while the political barriers to acquiring these weapons
are crumbling, technical barriers are also falling. The world could
soon face a spate of new nuclear weapons states.

Indeed, during the past decade, several nations have crossed the
nuclear threshold by testing nuclear weapons, or are now
suspected of having nuclear weapons programs. Some of these
states are politically unstable, increasing the risks that these
weapons will be used, and that terrorists will acquire nuclear
weapons.

1ttp://www.ucsusa.org/globaI_security/nuclear_weapons/nuclearstatement.htmI?Iog—event:spi—v... 2008/04/21



