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U.S.NUCLEAR WEAPONS WCrC born ncarly 65 ycars ago with thc

purposc ofヽ vinning a、vorldv7idc、var against Nazi Gcrrnany and

impcrial Japan.Thcy grcw up to dctcr a mass市 c So宙ct army that

thrcatcncd to in、ndc and dorninatc all of EurOPc・ ｀
～
rith thc disaP―

PCarancc ofthat thrcat alrnost 20 ycars ago,nuclcar、～
rcapons cntcrcd

Πliddlc agcin scarch ofa ncw mission――a scarch that cOntinucs to this

daンl Somc suggcst nuclcar、 vcapons arc neccssary to dctcr,or cvcn

prccmpt,thc prolifcration ofnuclcar、vcapons and othcr wcapons of

lnass dcstruction。 ()thcrs bclicvc thc)r arc nccdcd to dcstrOy dccPly

buricd,hardcncd targcts in hostilc statcs.Bllt thc rcaliw is tllat 9■ ly

onc rcal purPosc rCmains食 )rU.S.nuclcar■vcapons:to prcvcnt the usc

″|1硼dalttёl"lsoyOth∝ s■■
t.s.nudcirpo■ dcs rcm羞nll:kThat rcali7 has yCt to sink in.

in thc Coldヽ電、cven asthc threatsthcUnitcd States faccs ha、
rc chalagcd

dramatica崎。Ldり thc gra17cst thrCat comcs iom thc Possibili7 of
tcrrorists bcnt on dclivcring a dcvastating b10w against thc Unitcd

Statcs acquiring thc caPacity tO dO so、 ～
rith nuclcar、

～
rcapons.ThiS

thrcatis compoundcd by thc dangcrs ofnuclcar proLfcratiOn,as rnorc

and morc countrics hcdgc against potcntittЦ y nCgativc dcveloprnents
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Unitcd States and a former scnior Dcfcnse DcPartlllent andヽ 「ヽhitc

Housc ottcialin the adrninistrations ofRichard N破 on,Gerald FOrd,and

Bi■ Clinton.
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in thcir rcgions by acquiring〔 il箕 i:〔:孝i(1。 build thc bOmb.Thcn
there is thc incrcasing global dcmand for nuclear cncrgル 、vhich、vill

sprcad thc infrastructurc ncccssary to producc■ssilc nuclcar matcl‐ i―
rals still v/idcn「 Fhc■vOrld,in short,is on thc vcrge Ofcntcring al■ agc of

morc nuclctt lvcapons statcs,Inorc nuclcar matcrirals,and lnOrc nuclcar

facilitics that arc Poorlン「 Sccured― IFtt1lling th9」 01)Of thc tcrrOrlsts

cking thc bomb casicr and thc ddds thaf a nuclcar、 ～
rcapon、
～
rill

bc uscd grcatcr.
/F｀
I『h踵「百了互▼こnaturc of thcsc grO■vin〔,thrcats has rnOti、

ratcd a、vidc―

sprcad rcthinlcing ofthc U.S.aPproach tO nuclcar、 vcapons.Thc mOst

dramatic cxamplc is thc visiOn of a、 ～
rorld frcc Of nuclcar、 vcapons

articulatcd by formcr Sccrctary of Statc Gcorgc Shultz,fOrrncr

Secrctary ofDcfcnscヽ
～
rilliarn Perry formcr Sccrctary ofState Henry

Kissingcち and fOrrncr Chair Ofthc Scnatc Armcd Scr、 彊ccs ComΠ littcc

Sam Nunn in aJanuary 2007″多〃S/″′′ル zγη″ OP~Cd・ Thcir宙 sion

has sincc bccn cndOrscd by n0 1css than avo― thirds ofallliving forlncr

sccrctarics ofstatc,fOrmcr sccrctarics ofdcfcnsc,and fOrrncr national

securi7 ad宙 SCrs.Both Barack Obama(D― II.)and John wlcCain

(R―Ariz.)havc cxPrcsSCd SuPPort fOrit as wcl.G市 cn this rcmarkablc

bipartisan conscnsus,the ncxt prcsidcnt Ⅵrill havc an opportunity to

make thc clirnination ofa■ nuclear wcaPOnS thC Organizing princiPlc

OfU.S.nuclcar P01iCy

Sctting a、 rision of this kind is vita■y impOrtant,but it is not

cnougho Whatis also nccdcd is a stratcgic logic that cxPlains ho、 v thc

world can gct therc from hcrc.It involvcs fOur mttor stCPS,Cach

dittcultbut fcasiblc.First,ヽ
～
Lshington must cstablsh as omcid P。licy

thc lilnitcd purpose of U.S.nuclcar forccsi to prevent thc use of

nuclcar、～
rcapons by others.Othcr purPOscs arc no longcr rcalistic Or

ncccssary for thc Unitcd Statcs.Second,givcn this lirnitcd PurPosc

Of its nuclcar、 vcapOns,thc l」 nitcd Statcs should rcduce its nuclcar

arscnal to no mOre than■ ,ooo totalヽ vcapons.This wOuld bc rnorc

than cnough to convincc anン onC th

capacity to rcspond to any usc ofl

clcct.Third,thc Unitcd Statcs m■

hcnsivc intcrnational nuclcar― cont

thc Prcscnt nonprolifcratiOn rcgirr

nuclear rnaterials.It rnust includc all flssilc rnatcrials and PrOvide an
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