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Whal Willlhe 215警 Centtury Be
Like?― Prologue

―Judging ihe BcckgrOund lo Energy ond Nucleor Energy Problems一

Evcr sincc thc cnd of the Cold War and the brcakup of thc

Sovict Union, frcc compctition has rcigncd as thc suprcmc

principlc in thc world Hov/cvCr,I bclicvc that this has rcsultcd

from a silnplistic undcrstanding― cvcn a lllisundcrstanding―

that``capitalism bcat socialis■1," as wcll as thc fccling of rc¨

lcase stcmΠ ling fron■ mankind's having avoidcd thc nightmttc

of World War III,v/hich vcry wcll might have brought about

its dclllisc.In addition,Ille econonlics of thosc nations that still

profcss socialiSm or communism havc undcrgonc substantial

libcralization,not to mcntion thc gradual libcralization of thc

capitalist countrics Somc countrics arc witncssing thc parallcl

process of democratization― both that of politics and thc prcss

―with bloodless rcvolutions having takcn placc in somc cascs

As a rcsult,consumers in many countries can now buy high―

quality goods and scrviccs at chcap priccs, spurring rcmark―

ablc ccononlic growth and the expansion of tradc

As thc scalc of global trade expands,the economics of thc

world becomc incrcasingly intcrtwincd.For bettcr or worsc,

thcir growing mutual influcncc lcads incvitably to severe con―

sequences,making the development of propcr rulcs of intcr―

national iadc thc primaw iob of diplomacy.As a result,onc

ofthe rnost pov/crful currcnts in world affairs is the libcraliza―

tion of invcstlncnt and trade, under the auspiccs of such

f‐ l・allleworks as thc WTO That tide is gradually swccping

away individual countries'ecollollliC and social structurcs

Libcralizationi both domcstic and intcrnational, does in―

dccd rcvitalize individual nations' cconOnlics and socicties

and thcrcby brings about rcduccd costs ln that rcspcct,it is a

complctely rational choicc as far as thc bcncnts bcstowcd on

thc pcoplc arc concerned Howcvcr,it also crcatcs chaos and

dcstruction in national and rcgional ccononlies,owing to vari―

ous factors,neccssitating international means to deal with thc

problem Diffcrcnccs in national backgrotlnds and culturcs in―

cvitably givc risc to differcnt idcas as to how to rcsolvc such

crlscs, glvlng rlse to great pressure and friction. In the cnd,

however,the rescue plans that arc cobblcd togctllcr arc gcncr―

ally groundcd in thc“ intcrnational standard''of liberalization

―usually lcd by thc U S ―oftcn accompanicd by measures

that are to be adoptcd domcstically Dcpcnding on the v/ay the

situation unfolds,many of thc pcoplc living in countries on

the recciving cnd of such mcasures comc to view them as the

``imposition''of intcrnational standards.The drastic measures

often end up triggering political unrcst because of rapidly

worscning unemployment and othcr reasons

Where Does Liberalization Lead?

As、/e stand on the vcrgc ofthc 21st ccntury,wc are caught

bctwccn thc grcat bcncits and thc cqually scvcrc stains of

global liberalization

Lillliting our focus to the conllnodity cconomy,wc must

admit that libcralization does revitalize national ccononlics by

mttng thclll morc cfncient,、vhich raiscs living standards Thc

pain resulting fi・ olll the process of liberalization has bccn vicwcd

as thc unavoidablc pHcc to bc paid to ensure a“better fllture"

Howcvcr,tllc situation is no longcr so silnplc、 vhcn the tlde of

libcralization rcachcs thc ncld of intcmational flnancel it svた ■―

lows up countrics'cullcncics,trcating thenl as rnerc goods to bc

tradcd,and can evcn thrcatcn national sovereignty and idcndty

Several fundamcntal social systems that arc dccply rclated

to national security and sovcreignty― communication and

transportation espccially comc to mind―  have already becn

swcpt up in thc wavc of libcralization.However,the liberal―

ization of ccrtain alcas that lie at the core of daily life,such as

food and cncrgy(nOt tO mcntion thc prcvious cxample of cur―

rencies),cannOt help but produce opcn conllict and friction

bctween countries owing to diffcrenccs in national culture.

In addition to thc problcm of national sovereignty,another
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issue that cannot bc rcsolved without a shared intcrnational

consensus is that of rcsponsibility toward the cnvironmcnt

Some pcoplc who brandish the principle of frce tradc criticizc

thc environmcntal damagc causcd by such pollutants as SOx

and NOx,calling it a non― tarif impedimcnt(ic,Saying that

thc cnvironmcntal costs are not rcflected in thc price).

Furthcrmore,the cmcrgence of thc global warllning problem―

too big for any onc countw or its populacc to solvc― puts all

mankind on trial

The recent scrics of COP confcrenccs bcing hcld at the cnd

of the 20tll ccntury has typically bccn charactcrized by thc tra―

ditional conflict bctwccn advanccd and dcvcloping nations

A/1orcovcr, the only mcasures proposed arc thosc aiining to

ilnprovc thc situation through thc principlc of competition,

such as trading cmissions rights for greenhousc gascs On the

other hand,nothing is done at thosc confcrcncё s to give fair

duc to the merits of nuclear encrgy(WhiCh releascs no grecn―

house gas cmissions), nOr are thc advantagcs and slDOrtcom―

ings of sOlar cncrgy discussed

At the healt of thc opposition bct、 vecn advanced and dcvcl―

oping nations is a disagreement conceming thc perccption of

timc;namely,somc peoplc bclicve that rnahng up for the sins

ofthe pastis ajob bcstlcftto God.The false bclicf that moncy

and power can solvc everything― that cvcrything can bc re―

solved orilllproved through thc principlcs of economic compc―

tition― will incvitably wind up、 vith pcoplc's souls cvcntually

becoming the o● ectS Of Commercial tradc That is probably

happcning already. I bclicvc that such a dcvelopmcnt is the

primary root causc of the``clash of civilizations,''which was

the titlc of Samuel P.Huntington's famous rcccnt work

The“TrⅡeIImゴ'Is Not Rea■ y a Trile― a After All

To return the argumcnt to cnergy,and to nuclear cncrgy in

particular,the sourcc of thc problelll should be self― cvidcnt

frolll thc discussion so far To be sure, tllc cxhaustivc intro―

duction of the principlc of competition helps strcanlline the

cncrgy industw― whiCh tends to groM/complaccnt and scli

satisfled― and bcstows clear bcncnts to consumcrs in thc form

of lower priccs and rates(at least for a whilc)HOWevcr,can

the sccu五 ty of a singlc country or rcgiOn be madc to depcnd

solcly on thc principle of compctition?Can tllc protection of

the rcgional or global cnvironment bc cnsured solcly through

such a principle?Or can mankind prevcnt the depletion of re―

sourccs(and the resulting wars)solely through the principlc

of compctition?

In somc cascs,cconOmiC principles havc“ a"ustCd"Such

problems to a ccrtain degrcc For instancc,thc cxcessivc con―

sumption of petrolcum and othcr rcsourccs once lcd to the

fear of rcsource dcplction,and、vith rcduced supplies and ris―

ing priccs,previously uncconomical rescrvcs staned tO bc ex―

plorcd again,v/ith ncw oil nclds being discovcrCd MOreovcr,

in thc Unitcd States,there have bccn scveral succcssful Cascs

in v/hich thc restriction of pollutant cmissions(suCh as sOx)

has involvcd not only the traditional lcgal lncans,but also thc

trading of cmission rights for pollutant gascs,with capital in―

vcstlllent and R`こ D cncouragcd so as to reducc pollution 1́11

said, however, such examples havc becn limited to spccinc

problcms,lncaning that they have only solved or allcviatcd

the problcn■ in a tcmporary and 10calized way. 13y no mcans

can it servc as the approach to thc fundamental problems fac―

ing lnankind and thc world.

Some pcople in thc cnergy and nuclcar energy industrics

have startcd to bandy about the word“ trilemnla,'' v/Orrying

about and discussing ways tO rcsolve thc thrce potcntially

contradictory issucs of rcsourccs, thc environmcnt, and thc

stability of encrgy supply ]3ut l bclicvc the``potcntiaHy con―

tradictory issucs"in the future are not lilllited to those thrcc

itcms,as l havc outlincd above lndccd,thc 21st century will

bc an agc in which mankind livcsin a``Inultilcmma"wofld

ln Zcn Buddhisnl, disciplcs undcrgoing training arc oftcn

posed a catechctical question when mcditating,in which they

arc forccd to intcrprct a scntcnce that sccms meaninglcss on

tllc surfacc Onc such sentcncc is:``The uncnlightened arc not

tlnenlightened"A successful inteTretation of this sentcncc is,

“Thc unenlightcned ind thcmselvcs in a ccrtain situation that

thcy cannot cxplain,rncrcly by virtuc of their being uncnlight―

cncd"That is to say, sincc the uncnlightcncd do not rcalize

that they arc uncnlightencd, they do not vicv/themsclvcs in

that light.

That rncans that thc key to thc trilemma or multilemma fac―

ing us can only bc found somc、 vhere outsidc those problcms

Thc cxtent of our curent pcrccption suggcsts that thc kcy can

only bc found in thc catchwords such as“ Tcnsor''of civilizations

or philosOphy ln tllc coming ccntury,Inankind、 /ill hopcfl11ly

use those conccpts to allivc at a shttcd idcal of`り uヽ■lcbcn''

(tllC COming together of mutually contradictory idcas)that Will

enable us tO successfully dcal M/itll thc issues facing us without

expcriencing scvcrc chaos or the``inal w霞 ''              ■

Editor in Chief

lanuary 1999


