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Japanese - French Chairpersons” Joint Statement.

May 24 th. 1996, EPERNAY, France

Group N20. consisting of French and Japanese nuclear experts. held its fifth meeting in
Epernay on May 23rd.and 24th. 1996. During the two-days meeting. they exchanged
useful opinions. as well as information. on the nuclear development programs of the two
countries: the nuclear fuel cycle and the use of plutonium. prospects of the nuclear
industry. the issues of radioactive waste management, the radioprotection regulations
and international cooperations.

The experts reviewed the situation of the two fast neutron reactors plants. Monju and
Superphenix. They exchanged views on their respective R and D programs (e.g:
producing or burning plutonium and incinerating actinides while producing electricity),
and their future role for the next mid-century.

The experts exchanged views on the competitiveness of the nuclear industry sector with
regards to the fossil energy sources (gas. oil. coal). They also had discussions on the
design of future reactors and emphasized on the optimization between their economical
performances and their high safety standard levels. They agreed on the necessity to
increase quality and transparency of the nuclear information in order to obtain the
public’s better understanding .

Experts reviewed studies concerning waste management. being carried out in both
countries in order to set up solutions as soon as possible for the closing of the nuclear
fuel cycle. They confirmed the importauce to intensify scientific cooperation on those R
and D matters.

Exchanged informations were also on radioprotection regulations. and experts noted the
necessity of complementary scientific studies on the evaluation of radiation risk.

Both countries stressed on the vital necessity of recycling any nuclear energetically
valuable materials. such as plutonium in MOX fuel. in order to efficiently face their lack

of natural primary resources and to contribute to the global environment quality.

All participants recognized the high quality of the opinions, views and informations
exchanged under the common interests shown at the meeting. Next N 20 will be held in

Japan, in October 1997,
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