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Logic of the Elimination of Nuclear Weapons
Kazuhisa Mori
(1)Background at the Time of the Initial Use of Nuclear Weapons

During World War II, notably in the second half of the war,
the Japanese and German forces repeatedly committed atrocities
hitherto out of line with the prevailing wartime morality. (They
used poison gases, killed civilians, and massacred particular
racial and religious groups) In response, the Allied Powers
(unavoidably?) began using similar means of war, in particular

the indiscriminate bombing of noncombatants. Dresden, Tokyo,
Kobe and many other cities were targeted for such raids. This
then, as a logical consequence, led to atomic bombings. The

Allied Powers probably did such acts of war on the ground that
"they were fighting with countries whose general public were all
potential combatants and therefore could be targeted for attack.”

The corruption or abandonment of conventional wartime
morality was left unheeded after the war (It should be noted that
the term "wartime morality" itself 1is a notion full of

contradictions). The victor nations in particular, have not
analyzed or reviewed their justification for abandoning the
morality, nor have they cried out for its restoration. On the

contrary, it would seem that Nuclear Weapon Countries and their
sympathizers have wanted the lack of morality to continue. This
is closely related to the fact that they monopolize the
possession of nuclear weapons. The corruption of morals 1is a
matter for soul-searching among the nations of the world in view
of the numerous tragedies that have followed in the past 50
years.

(2)Evils of Nuclear Weapons

Special 1injuries associated with radiation and mass
destruction or mass-killing can be picked out as two major evils
of nuclear weapons. Up till now, the emphasis has been laid on

the former (radiation injuries) presumably because speculation
has been rife among various groups of people. For instance, it
would be to their advantage to emphasize a difference with the
chemical and biological weapons that are already under the ban
of international agreement. That is why most explanations for
radiation injuries in Hiroshima and Nagasaki have continued to
be very emotional -- the more so because they are based on
epidemiology, a special discipline of science. For example, it
is quite anomalous that the press has never been able to spell
out the fact that "there was no genetic effect in the two
cities." As a result, the stress and discriminations felt by the
victims has been wrongly exaggerated.

Nuclear weapons cannot be used without extending mass
destruction or mass-killing which will effect the general public
and humanitarian facilities, such as hospitals. As 1 noted
above, any weapon can be wused to deliberately affect
noncombatants. But nuclear weapons inevitably involve them and
can only exist when there is a condition of corrupted wartime
morality. This point cannot be emphasized too much as a reason



e

for rejecting nuclear weapons, and I believe that is the only way
to keep the appeal for elimination of nuclear weapons away from
isolation.

(Postscript)

Regrettably, it seems the time is still far off when the
abandonment of the means of war itself can become a subject for
international consensus. So the question of wartime morality is
a crucial and urgent task for the future of mankind. I wish for
serious approach to this question is requested from all persons
(countries) that claim to be responsible for world order.



