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ノ`Ve′ the electr c uti ty connpanies′ are expected to help lfrom the side・ only′ but as the

development of sound nuclear po、 ver in Asla is important in the light of global environmental

protection and ener8y supply security′ 、ve are vv‖ ‖n8t03rant the necessary help

VVe have already concluded an agreement for technical assistance in the peaceful utilization of

nuclear power、γith Mainland Chi1la′ and vve have started the exchange of en3ineers for the

trainlng and transfer of operational exlDerience and expertise.Furthermore′ the lapanese

30Vernment has started some ald pro8rams to、 velcome the Asian electrlcal engineers to training

programs in lapan.
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The 10urnal Nlhon Keizai Shinbun reported on lune 7 thatthe lapaneseヽ 4inistry of internat;onal

Trade and industry(1ヽ41T!)、 /ヽ111 reviev/the estab‖ shed fuel recycling poHcy in vie、/ofthe pub‖ c

outcry overthe Moniu acCident How‖ kely do you think itis that such a review will chanse

official po‖ cy in re8ard to Fuel recychn3′ plutOniun¬ use′ and the development ofFast breecler

reactors?

!t[s difficult to ans、 ver your questlon in a definitive manner at this stage.:t is true that the anti‐

nuclear groups gathered strength ln their oppo5itiOn to plutonium recycling′ and thatthe,started

to say that Moniu′ and further FBR development programs′ should be stopped.RecenJy l

participated in a televised debate、 へ/ith the opposition 3roup leader′ Mr.Takagi′ in、vhich!

expressed my vie、へ/s as fo‖ oヽへ/s:

Firstly′ the earller development prolectS Ofthe experimental FBR 10YO′ and the prototype

Advanced Thermal Reactor Fヒ 」GEN′ progressed successfu‖ y、vithout significant lncident,|

suspect there、 vas a certain inertia and overcOnfidence、 vithin the manufacturing group and the

Operator′ the PoweF Reactor and Nuclear Fuel Development Co.(PNC)′ whiCh led to the Moniu

accident.1/Vhen PNC tried to mininnize and cover up the facts′  this behavior damaged its image

and undercut public trust,PNCIs attitude should be revie、 ved and rectified′ along with the safety

checking systems and structures at Moniu.

Secondly′ endeavors should be nlade to regain the credib‖ ity and trust in nuclear saFety among

the public in order notto hurt the on80ing successfulし
ハヽVR program.

The third pointl rnade vvas that there is a、 vorld‐、vide outcry for the recyclin3 0f resources in a‖

industrial fields.ヤ Vhy notin the case of uranium:People tend tO referto the pro‖ feration risk5

attached to plutoniunn recyc‖ ng Butiapan iS the only nation that has suffered frOm atomic bomb

detonations,Therefore′ l believe lapan iS the rnost qua‖ fied nation to develop plutonlum
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recyciing systems and technologies′ being the most sensitive to the threat that pronferatiOn

vvould represent.

Rumors are circulatlng according toヽ vhich the final construction costs ofthe Rokkasho‐ Mura

recycling plant might reach S20 billlon.Such costs could nlake plutonium recyclin3 much more

costly than the once‐ through cycle′ conlprising interinl storage of spent Fuel and final disposal of

these fuel elements at a later stage.How can you lustify such heavy capitalinvestments7

1 be‖eve that plutonium recychng is a strateglc security measure against the potential shortfa‖
of

uraniuln resources′ and in the long run it should pay.

The pFeSently pianttedこ apacity of the reprocessing fac‖ ity at Rokktlsho・ m ura、v‖ l not be enough

to COVerthe increasing output of spent fuelin the 21st century.Therefore′ 、ve have to increase

the storage capacity any、 vay.A150′ in Order notto invite unnecessary apprehensions of other

nations′ we are deternllned notto produce and store p!utonium ln excess of our real needs.

lapanese tljlities have reprocessing contracts vvith Cogema and BNFL′
and some quantity of

vitrified HLヤ V has already bee1l retし lrneci to laptan a1lcl is storecl in Rokkasho‐ mura on an interinl

basis.ln addition to the retransfer of Hし
ハヽ′fronn France and the∪ nited KingdOm to lapan′ HLVV

quantities w‖ l a150 ariSe from the future donnestic reprocessing actiヤ ities,VVhat are the prospects

fOF finding sites for the permanent disposal ofthese HLν V quantitiesマ

The steering Committee br the Hi3h Level Radloactive Waste ProleCt(SHP)has Studied the

various aspects of HLヤV disposal′ ln cooperation、 vith PNC and lapan AtomiC Energy Research

lnstitute(lA[RI).SHP recently completed an interinn report which includes the 8ulde‖ nes for the

real work of locating the site and the results of an analysls、 γith regaFd tO pub‖ c concern and

interests,

So far′ extensive analytical researchヽνork′ 、vith 50me eXperiments′ and information exchanges

、vith overseas institutes and laboratories′ have been actively pursued VVe are currently

proceedin8 0n the assumption thatthe company to be in char8e offina!HLVV disposal w‖ l be

set up by the year 2000.
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CAN THE NUCLEAR SHARE OF GENERAT10N CONTINUE TO EXPAND?


