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“New Atomic Bomb Testing” in Hiroshima

——— Confidential Information ——

Taiji Mizuta
[baraki—shi, Osaka

When the atomic bombing of Hiroshima occurred on August 6, 1945, [ was a
student of metallurgy in the Engineering Department of Kyoto University. Just
before that time, [ entered the university in April, and in May [ was called by
Professor Hideo Nishimura, in charge of our class in metallurgy, to his office. [ was
his only student with a domicile in Hiroshima, where my father was living. The
professor told me he had received confidential information from someone of an
academic society in the United States. Japan and the U.S., he said, were each racing
to produce a “new type of bomb”. He said the U.S. was ahead of Japan, was going to
conduct the first on—site test possibly in Hiroshima, and I should make my father
leave the city as quickly as possible. [ immediately returned home. Without being
able to tell the reason why, either to my father or anybody —— in fear of the special
political police —— I gave my father no choice but to load his belongings on a large cart
and evacuate to Hatsukaichi City.

With complicated feelings about the victims — continuous feelings I have to this
day —— I told the story for the first time some 40 years after the end of the war for the
first time. Some time after [ first wrote it, a reporter from the Asahi Shimbun’s
Hiroshima Branch called me, asking if there was any third party who could verify what
[ said. [immediately contacted the sons of Professor H. Yukawa of Kyoto University
and the sons of Professor Nishimura to ask if they had ever heard anything about it
from their fathers before they died. They both said they had not, leaving no way to
prove my story.

By the way, Professor Yukawa, however, told me later, before he died, that when
he visited the United States after the war and met Dr. Einstein, Dr. Einstein
repeatedly expressed his apology for causing such terrible trouble for the people of
Hiroshima. Scientists, [ think, from their enthusiasm for their work, cannot always
make moral judgments about it, and sometimes do great harm. [ am sure their sense

of guilt must often be great, too.

On August 6, 1945, the day of the bombing, I was called by Professor Nishimura as

soon as I reached school, and was advised to go back to Hiroshima immediately.



Taking an express train —— not as fast as now —— [ got off at Mukainada St. the
following morning and walked the rest of the way to Hiroshima. By that time, all the
rivers in Hiroshima were filled with dead bodies. My old leather shoes had fallen
completely apart, and I continued walking barefoot through the city. [ managed
somehow to get back to Hatsukaichi City where my father was living in safety.
Hesitant for so long to tell of this, I eventually wrote about it 40 years after it

happened. I pray again for the souls of the A-bomb victims.



